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CRITICAL MAsSs RIDE PLANNED

The subject of “Critical Mass” rides has arisen in recent months. The Board of 8an
Diego County Bicycle Coalition, at its August board meeting, has taken the
following position with regard to such rides:

“The Board realizes and is sympathetic with cyclists who feel frustrated with the
behavior of some motorists and road designers who apparently presume the
dominance of motor travel over the (homan) rights of other legitimate road users.
We understand how some people on bikes, especially when a part of a mass of other
riders, might feel emboldened enough to otherwise unreasonably take up more road
space than is necessary for the group to ride safely. We have heard of Critical Mass
riders who have blocked several lanes of travel.maybe necessarily for the
conditions of the road/number of cyclists or maybe to make a statement (or both.)

“Taking a lane” is appropriate and legal behavior when necessary/desirable for the
safety of the bicylist. Taking a lane is done by bicyclists most commonly because
of “...substandard lane width...”, hazards on the side of the roadway, etc. When 2
Jane is too narrow to share, the first one there (the one in possession of the Right of
Way) must show by histher position in or near the middle of the lane that the
overtaking vehicle driver cannot / may not squeeze by. The overtaking vehicle must
wait and/or change lanes. Calif. Vehicle Code 21202 states this rule for bicyclists.
Unfortunately, some “road hog” motorists seem to think that THEY own the road
— or that bikes don’t belong on roads. Hence the frustration.”

The Coalition calls on our city and county authorities and elected officials to ensure
that bicyclists have every opportunity to share the road with motorists, as is their
right. In the meantime, we have heard that a ride is planned for Friday, August 9 in
the Balboa Park area. We wish all participants a safe, effective and legal event.
Some of us may even join in.

What are your thoughts on Critical Mass rides? Let us know.
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Frederick Uy, 36 years old, was
tragically killed Tuesday, July
16, 1996, while traveling on
Fairmount Avenue, just south
of Montezuma Road.
Apparently, Uy was struck from
behind by a car.

The full details of the incident
have yet to be determined. The
Uy family has agreed to share
with SDCBC the police report
when it is provided to them,
that we may learn from and
hopefully prevent such a loss
from occuring in the future.

Qur hearfelt condolences are
extended to the Uy family.
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